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This day week we leave our house for good. My wife
and I then go into Hampshire to breathe the hay and the
roses for a week at a friend's place, 7 miles across the
Downs north of Winchester: then back to London to stay
with our friend, Mrs. Mona Caird, till about the 20th of
July. About that date we go to Scotland, to my joy, till
close * on the end of September. Thereafter we return
to London for a week or so, and then go abroad. We are
bound first for the lower Ehineland, and intend to stay
at Heidelberg (being cheap, pretty, thoroughly German,
with good music and a good theatre) for about two
months. Then, about the beginning of December, we go
to Rome, where we intend to settle: climatic, financial,
and other considerations will decide whether we remain
there longer than six months, but six ideal months at least
we hope for. MiM sex menses satis sunt vitce septimum
Oreo spondee.

That summer we went to Clynder on the Gareloch,
Argyll, in order to be near my husband's old friend, Dr.
Donald Macleod, who, as he records in his diary " sang
to me with joyous abandonment a Neapolitan song, and
asked me to send him a MS. from Italy for Good Words"
While we were in the West we made acquaintance with
the poet-editor of The Yorkshire Herald, George Cotter-
ell, who became a dear and valued friend. I cannot re-
call if it were in the early summer of 1889 or 1890 that
my husband was first approached on the subject of the
Joseph Severn Memoirs, but I remember the circum-
stance. We spent a week-end in Surrey with some old
friends of my mother, Sir Walter and Lady Hughes, and
one morning Mr. Walter Severn, the painter, walked over
to luncheon. He spoke about my husband's Life of
Rossetti, then of the quantity of unpublished MSS. he and
Ms family had written by and relating to his father,
Joseph Severn, " the friend of Keats." Finally he pro-
posed that his listener should take over the MSS., put
them in form and write a Life of Severn, with, as the
special point of literary interest, his father's devoted
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